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APPROVED  OF  AT  A MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE 
AND  SUBSCRIBERS,  HELD  ON  7th  MARCH,  1865. 


This  Institution  shall  be  called  “ The  Glasgow  Convalescent 
Home.” 

I.  — The  object  of  this  Institution  shall  be  to  provide  accommoda- 
tion in  such  healthy  localities  as  the  Managers  may  deem  suitable 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  convalescent  patients.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  Inmates  shall  be  restricted  to  such  as  have  been 
patients  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  but  the  Managers  shall  have 
power,  when  they  see  fit,  to  extend  the  admission  into  the  Home  to 
such  other  persons  in  Glasgow  or  its  neighbourhood,  as  the  Mana- 
gers may  find  to  be  eligible. 

II.  — The  Institution  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a Board  of 
sixteen  Managers,  constituted  as  follows : — 

The  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  for  the  time  being. 

The  other  Managers  shall  be  elected  annually  as  follows : — 
One  Manager  by  the  Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  ; 

Two  Managers  by  the  Directors  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary ; 
Two  Managers  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  In- 
firmary ; 

One  Manager  by  the  Senatus  of  the  University  of  Glasgow; 

One  Manager  by  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Glas- 
gow ; 

One  Manager  by  the  Merchants’  House  of  Glasgow  ; 

One  Manager  by  the  Trades’  House  of  Glasgow ; and 
Six  Managers  by  the  yearly  General  Meeting  ©f  Subscribers  to  the 
Convalescent  Home. 

III.  — A General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  shall  be  held  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year,  at  which  six  of  the  Sub- 
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tions  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  all  the  Managers  of  the 
Home  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  first  meeting  at  which  such 
alterations  or  additions  are  to  be  proposed,  and  both  of  said 
Meetings  shall  be  advertised,  at  least,  four  times  in  each  of  two 
Glasgow  newspapers  three  weeks  prior  to  the  dates  of  each  of  said 
Meetings,  which  advertisements  shall  contain  the  proposed  altera- 
tions or  additions,  or  a summary  of  them. 

Power  to  IX. — The  Managers  shall  have  power  to  apply  at  any  time  for 

Managers  to  ° 1 rr  J J 

apply  a Charter  from  the  Crown,  incorporating  the  said  Institution,  and 
the  Managers  shall  defray  the  expenses  of  said  Charter  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Institution. 

Titles.  X. — The  leasehold  and  feudal  rights  of  the  Institution  shall  be 

vested  in  Trustees  for  behoof  of  the  Institution,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Managers  from  time  to  time. 


BULBS 

RECOMMENDED  TO  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  HOME  BY  THE 
MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE  AND  SUBSCRIBERS, 
HELD  ON  7th  MARCH,  1865,  FOR  ADOPTION  AS  BYE-LAWS. 


In  regard  to  Patients  received  from  the  Royal  Infirmary,  this 
Institution  shall  provide  accommodation  gratuitously  for  all  of 
these  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  themselves,  or  are  not 
in  receipt  of  Parochial  aid,  but  such  patients  as  are  able  shall 
be  required  to  pay  to  the  Institution  a weekly  board  upon 
such  moderate  terms  as  the  Managers  may  appoint.  In  regard 
to  such  patients  as  have  been  already  in  receipt  of  Parochial  aid, 
payment  of  the  sums  allowed  them  by  the  Parish  shall  be  required 
from  the  Parochial  authorities. 

In  regard  to  all  other  persons,  besides  Inmates  of  the  Infirmary 
who  may  be  allowed  admission  into  the  Home,  they  shall,  without 
exception,  be  required  to  make  payment  to  the  Institution  of  a 
weekly  board  at  such  rate  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  Managers 
may  appoint. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managers  to  accommodate  and 
provide  for  all  the  Inmates  of  the  Home  in  a manner  suitable  to 
their  condition  as  convalescents ; but  in  order  to  encourage 
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payment  of  board,  it  shall  also  be  in  their  power  to  accommodate 
and  provide  for  the  patients  by  whom  payment  of  board  is  made 
in  a manner  superior  to  that  in  which  the  patients  who  do  not  pay 
are  accommodated  and  provided  for.  Patients  who  make  payment 
of  board  shall  not,  however,  be  entitled  to  any  preference  for 
admission  into  the  Home  over  those  who  do  not  pay. 

Patients  convalescent  from  infectious  diseases,  if  admitted 
into  the  Home,  shall  be  received  into  separate  houses  provided  for 
the  special  accommodation  of  such  cases. 

The  Committees  to  be  appointed  shall  be  as  follows: — (1),  The 
House  Committee,  whose  business  it  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  to 
acquire,  by  lease  or  purchase,  or,  if  thought  necessary,  to  erect, 
enlarge  or  repair  (subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Managers), 
houses  and  buildings,  and  to  furnish  the  same  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  and  to  take  temporary  lodgings  in  the  event  of  the  same 
being  required  for  the  patients.  It  will  further  devolve  on  this 
Committee  to  manage  all  matters  connected  with  the  Houses,  and 
to  provide  for  their  being  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  existing 
rules  and  regulations  ; to  enter  into  contracts  for  supplying  the 
houses  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries  ; and,  if  it  be  necessary, 
from  the  occurrence  of  vacancies  during  the  year,  to  make  interim 
appointments  of  Medical  and  other  officers  ; and  to  engage  Matrons 
and  Nurses  for  the  service  of  the  houses,  and  suspend  and  dismiss 
them,  if  they  see  fit.  This  Committee,  at  their  general  monthly 
meeting  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall  have  power  to  make  such  regu- 
lations (not  inconsistent  with  the  existing  laws)  as  they  may  think 
necessary  for  the  internal  management  of  the  houses,  and  to  alter  and 
annul  the  same  as  occasion  may  require ; such  new  regulations  or 
alterations  to  be  in  force  until  confirmed,  or  otherwise,  by  a general 
or  special  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  The  House  Committee  shall 
consist  of  eight  members,  and  it  shall  meet  weekly  on  a certain  day, 
at  a fixed  hour.  These  meetings  to  be  attended  by  at  least  two 
members  of  the  Committee,  in  rotation  ; and  the  entire  Com- 
mittee shall  hold  a meeting  on  the  first  week  of  every  month, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  three  previous  weekly  meetings  shall 
be  read  and  considered,  and  when  two  of  the  members 
shall  be  appointed  Visitors  to  inspect  the  Houses  during  the 
month,  and  these  Visitors  will  be  requested  to  enter  in  a book 
kept  for  the  purpose  any  observations  which  they  see  proper  to 
make.  Five  members  shall  form  a quorum  at  the  general  monthly 
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meeting.  (2),  The  Finance  Committee , whose  business  it  shall  be  to 
manage  all  matters  relating  to  the  Finances,  to  invest  the  funds  of 
the  Home,  to  change  the  investments  from  time  to  time,  if  thought 
desirable,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Institution  arising 
under  settlements  or  otherwise.  This  Committee  shall  also  con- 
sist of  eight  members  (of  whom  three  shall  form  a quorum),  and  it 
shall  meet  on  such  occasions  as  may  be  required,  and  shall 
submit  their  minutes  to  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Managers 
for  approval. 

Patients,  who  have  been  inmates  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  shall, 
in  order  to  obtain  admission  into  the  Home,  procure  and  deliver  to 
the  Matron  of  the  house  a certificate,  signed  by  one  of  the 
Physicians  or  Surgeons  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  in  the 
following  terms: — 

“ I do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer  (name)  has  been  a 
Patient  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Glasgow,  under  my 
care,  for  the  last  (state  time),  that  his  complaint  is 
that  he  is  a fit  and  proper  person  to  be 
received  into  the  Convalescent  Home,  and  I am  of 
opinion  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  remain  there  for 
(state  time).” 

(Signed) 

Patients  seeking  admission,  who  have  not  been  Inmates  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  shall  procure  and  deliver  (1),  a letter  of  recom- 
mendation from  any  respectable  householder  in  Glasgow  or  its 
neighbourhood ; and  (2),  a certificate  in  the  same  terms  as  aforesaid, 
signed  by  a duly  qualified  Physician  or  Surgeon,  and  countersigned 
by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  the  Board  of  the  Home. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  period  of  the  patient’s  resi- 
dence in  the  Home  shall  be  limited,  as  far  as  possible,  to  within 
one  month,  but  this  shall  not  prevent  the  Medical  Officer  who  is 
visiting  the  patients  for  the  time  ordering  the  period  to  be  restricted 
or  prolonged,  and  in  either  case  such  medical  officer  shall  fill 
up  and  subscribe  a form  stating  the  extent  to  which  the  time  shall 
be  restricted  or  prolonged,  and  assigning  any  special  reason  which 
may  exist  for  the  alteration  of  the  period,  and  he  shall  send  such 
form,  so  filled  up,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Home,  wTho  shall  report 
the  same  forthwith  to  the  House  Committee. 

All  patients  coming  from  the  Royal  Infirmary  shall  be  received 
into  the  Convalescent  Home  on  the  following  condition,  viz.: — 
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That  in  the  event  of  any  of  these  patients  relapsing  into  illness, 
or  being  attacked  by  any  acute  or  infectious  disease,  the  Directors 
of  the  Infirmary  shall  be  bound,  if  practicable,  to  remove  such 
patients  forthwith  from  the  Home. 

In  the  event  of  the  Infirmary  failing  to  remove  any  patient 
under  the  foresaid  circumstances,  after  being  required  to  do  so,  the 
Directors  of  the  Infirmary  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  Managers  of 
the  Home  one  shilling  per  diem  for  each  patient,  so  long  thereafter 
as  any  such  patient  remains  in  the  Home. 

When  the  Managers  have  arranged  for  the  reception  into  the 
Home  of  patients  who  have  not  been  inmates  of  the  Royal  Infirm- 
ary, such  patients  shall  be  received  on  the  like  conditions, 
except  that  in  all  such  cases  the  persons  recommending  the 
Patients  shall  undertake  the  obligations  with  reference  to  removal. 

The  Managers  shall,  at  their  Quarterly  Meetings  in  February, 
appoint  one  or  more  Medical  Officers  to  visit  the  patients  in  the 
various  houses  belonging  to  the  Institution,  at  such  times  as  the 
Managers  may  appoint,  and  such  officers  shall  make  Reports,  at 
stated  periods,  to  the  House  Committee  with  reference  to  the 
patients.  These  Medical  Officers  shall  be  elected  for  a period  of 
one  year,  and  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

A respectable  Matron  shall  be  placed  in  charge  of  each  of  the 
Houses,  who  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Managers,  and  more 
especially  to  the  House  Committee,  for  the  proper  management 
of  the  House  under  her  charge,  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 
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WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 


CONVALESCENT  SEA-SIDE  HOMES, 

DUNOON: 

BEING 

A SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THEIR  PRESENT 
POSITION  AND  CAPABILITIES  OF  EXTENSION 
AND  USE. 

Printed  for  Circulation 

FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 

STIRRING  UP  THE  COMMUNITY  OF 
GLASGOW  AND  THE  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 
TO  GREATER  EFFORTS  FOR  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

IN  TIMES  OF 

SICKNESS  AND  DISTRESS. 


1871. 


HOME;' 


Sl/tALL  HOME 


Prospect  Villa,  Lenzie  Junction, 
By  Glasgow,  May,  1871. 


The  paper  now  published  in  pamphlet  form  was  written  for  a 
meeting  of  ladies  held  in  the  Queen’s  Eooms,  Glasgow,  on  the  3rd 
of  April  last.  It  goes  forth  for  general  circulation  as  it  was  then 
read,  and  as  many  who  are  interested  in  the  Institution  of  which 
it  treats,  may  wish  to  know  more  of  its  past  history,  present  work- 
ing, and  future  progress,  it  is  hoped  that  the  careful  perusal  will  in- 
duce both  sexes,  and  all  classes  of  the  community  to  aid  the  Homes  by 
contributing,  either  in  money  or  kind,  to  the  contemplated  Bazaar. 
The  incidents  narrated  at  the  close  depict  only  five  of  the  inmates 
who  have  passed  within  the  gates.  Two  of  these  have  entered  the 
world  above  where  the  weary  rest ; two  others  are  shut  out  from 
the  summer  sunshine  by  the  sore  discipline  of  blindness ; and  one 
is  ploughing  the  mighty  deep  in  pursuit  of  health.  But  as  570 
of  the  647  inmates  admitted  last  year,  left  either  improved  or  alto- 
gether restored,  ample  living  testimony  can  be  had  as  to  the  comfort 
and  adaptation  of  the  arrangements  to  the  wants  of  the  working 
classes  in  their  time  of  sickness-  and  penury.  The  opening  summer 
is  well  fitted  to  bring  to  the  remembrance  of  those  whom  Providence 
has  blessed  with  a measure  of  wealth,  the  multitude  who  never  see 
the  sunshine  but  on  a bright  Sabbath,  or  at  a holiday  time,  and 
while  enjoying  the  balmy  breezes  of  the  coast,  families  and  individ- 
uals will  surely  not  forget  the  many  sickly  children,  drooping 
maidens,  and  heads  of  households  in  the  city  who  need,  in  their 
time  of  distress,  such  a refuge  as  the  West  of  Scotland  Convalescent 
Seaside  Homes. 


BEATBICE  CLUGSTOK 


GRAND  BAZAAR 


THE  PROMOTER  AND  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  CONVALESCENT  SEASIDE  HOMES 

DUNOON, 

Have  arranged  to  hold  a Bazaar  on  a Large  Scale  in  aid  of  the  above 
Institution,  in  the  City  Hall,  Glasgow  (the  use  of  which  has  been  kindly- 
granted  by  the  Hon.  the  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates),  on  the  1st,  2nd,  3rd, 
and  4th  November,  1871. 

Under  the  immediate  Distinguished  Patronage  oj: — 

Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Louise,  Marchioness  of  Lorne. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Lorne. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Argyll. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Roxburghe. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Glasgow. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Countess  of  Glasgow. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Countess  of  Dunmore. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Octavia  Shaw  Stewart. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Alice  Louisa  Ewing. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Harvey,  Castlesemple. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Isabella  Gordon,  of  Aikenhead. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Charlotte  Fletcher. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Caroline  Charteris. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Belhaven  and  Hamilton. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Dunfermline. 

The  Honourable  Mrs.  Hope. 

Lady  Colebrooke,  of  Crawford. 

Lady  Macdonald  Lockhart,  of  Lee  and  Carnwath. 

Lady  Campbell,  of  Garscube.. 

Lady  Emily  Hamilton,  of  Dalziel. 

Lady  Coats,  of  Wood  side  and  Auchendrane. 

Mrs.  Rae  Arthur,  Park  Terrace,  Glasgow. 

Mrs.  Baird,  of  Cambusdoon,  Ayrshire. 

Mrs.  Buchanan,  of  Drumpellier. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  of  Camis  Eskan. 

Mrs.  Graham,  Langley  House,  Prestwich,  and  Urrard  House,  Pitlochrie, 
Mrs.  William  Hozier,  of  Tannochside. 

Miss  Smith,  of  Jordanhill. 

Mrs.  Whitelaw,  Gartsherrie  House. 


N.B. — With  reference  to  the  above,  special  attention  is  directed  to  the 
Letters  printed  at  the  close  of  this  Pamphlet.  The  Names  and  Addresses  of 
the  Stallholders  and  W ork  Receivers  will  be  advertised  shortly. 


WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 

CONVALESCENT  SEA-SSDE  HOMES,  DUNOON. 


Ladies, 

It  has  so  often  been  my  privilege  in  this  room 
and  elsewhere  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  suffering  of  the 
working  classes,  that  I feel  to-day  as  if  the  theme  were  a 
tale  twice  told,  and  might  therefore  be  uninteresting  to  general 
hearers.  Various  causes  render  this  latter  result  an  impossi- 
bility ; — first,  when  in  former  years  I was  wont  to  dwell  on 
the  subject  of  Homes,  they  were  a charity  in  the  distance — a 
matter  of  experiment,  a thing  not  much  known  in  Scotland, 
and  therefore  difference  of  opinion  might  exist  on  the  part  of 
those  who,  in  thinking  of  charities  of  which  they  know  but 
little,  are  ever  desirous  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  not  to 
the  side  of  the  sufferers  who  may  be  saved  by  their  liberality, 
but  to  that  side  of  the  question  which  involves  their  lending 
of  their  substance  to  the  Master  who  sits  over  the  treasury, 
and  knows  as  well  the  withholder  of  her  abundance,  as  the 
poor  widow  who  casts  in  her  “two  mites,  which  make  a 
farthing.” 

How,  Homes  are  in  Scotland  a reality.  Six  years  have 
passed  since  the  Homes  at  Bothwell  were  first  opened,  and 
hundreds  of  human  sufferers  have  there  been  restored  to  health 
and  strength;  and  to  some  even  Jordan’s  banks  have  been 
made  smoother. 

Another  and  a more  solemn  reason  of  comfort  for  me  to-day 
is : — While  grateful  to  the  many  kind  friends  who  have  come 
together  to  hear  me  plead  once  more  the  cause  of  human 
sorrow,  I cannot  doubt,  for  I know  it,  that  there  are  in 
this  room  those  who  come  with  a sacred  and  solemn  affec- 
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tion  both  to  the  theme  and  to  the  poor  instrument  who 
tries  to  treat  of  it. 

I remember  in  my  childhood’s  days  living  in  a quiet 
country  village  where  the  mothers  and  fathers,  the  youths  and 
the  maidens,  were  all  interested  in  me  with  an  affection  which 
cannot  be  described,  but  which  lives  in  my  memory,  and  will  till 
the  things  of  time  are  lost  and  merged  in  the  ocean  of  eternity. 
The  secret  of  this  interest  and  affection  was — I had  been,  in 
time  of  sickness,  and  in  the  Jordan  of  death,  the  friend  of  their 
loved  and  dead ; and  now — let  me  say  it  with  bated  breath, 
for  it  ip  a solemn  reality — there  are  in  this  city,  and  in  some  of 
the  lordly  mansions  around  it  that  are  occupied  by  its  merchant 
princes,  those  who  love  and  follow  with  a heavenly  interest  all 
that  concerns  my  work;  just  because  a sainted  mother,  a dear 
departed  daughter,  or  it  may  be  a little  sleeper  on  yon  hillside 
of  graves,  ere  they  departed,  ripening  for  a sunnier  clime, 
had  followed  with  deepest  affection  all  that  was  done  for 
human  sorrow  here,  till  a wise  and  loving  Father  took  them 
to  dwell  in  the  bright  and  sunny  clime,  where  the  in- 
habitant never  says,  “ I am  sick.” 

Ladies,  the  sainted  M'Clieyne  said  that  the  best  meeting  was 
“where  there  is  most  of  God  and  least  of  man;”  and  this  pleading 
for  the  sorrowful  is  now  to  me  a theme  so  much  associated 
with  the  dear  and  the  ransomed,  that  I am  determined,  God 
helping  me,  always  to  speak  of  it,  always  to  plead  for  it,  not 
with  the  tactics  of  worldly  policy,  but  as  earnestly  as  we  would 
converse  about  it,  if,  instead  of  being  detained  in  the  body  in 
the  valley  of  sorrow,  we  were  yonder  on  the  delectable  moun- 
tains of  rest,  where  the  redeemed  cast  their  crowns,  and  say 
“ Thou  art  worthy” — as  every  cup  of  cold  water  given  in  the 
Master’s  name  on  earth  manifests  His  glory.  I am  con- 
vinced that  in  these  days  of  woman  asserting  woman’s  rights 
and  redressing  woman’s  wrongs,  there  is  no  theme  purer,  none 
more  needed  in  a world  of  woe,  than  pleading  for  the 


downtrodden  sons  and  daughters  of  toil  in  their  hour  of 
need. 

With  these  few  prefatory  remarks,  the  tendering  of  my 
heartfelt  thanks  for  your  unwearied  co-operation  in  all  past 
efforts,  confession  of  my  utter  shortcoming  in  all  that  I ever 
attempted  to  do,  and  a casting  of  myself  on  your  kind  for- 
bearance for  to-day,  allow  me  simply  to  fulfil  what  is 
promised  in  the  advertisement  as  my  contribution  to  the 
meeting,  an  account  of  the  past  progress  of,  and  future  efforts 
for,  the  Homes  at  Dunoon.  Statistics  are  part  of  a report  very 
seldom  read  by  ladies,  but  there  are  a few  facts  given 
in  our  first  year’s  report  which  are  quite  essential  for  all 
to  know  who  wish  to  take  a real , a Christian  interest  in 
these  Homes.  As  you  are  aware  they  were  erected  for  a 
class  of  patients  much  higher  in  the  estimation  and  cal- 
culation of  man,  than  the  sons  of  toil  who  now  inhabit  them.* 
This  is  “ as  God  would  have  it,”  for  none  can  doubt  that  in 
the  midst  of  much  opposition  from  man,  there  was  given  on 
this  enterprise  the  blessing  of  heaven;  and  the  fact  now 
stated  as  to  the  buildings  and  the  appliances  connected 
with  them,  only  goes  to  minister  comforts  and  provide  cures 
for  the  working  classes  in  their  time  of  need,  which  no  modern 
charity  would  have  afforded,  but  which  in  this  way  God’s  good 
providence  supplied. 

As  there  may  be  some  here  who  have  neither  seen  the 
picture  nor  the  reality  of  the  Homes,,  let  me  describe  the 
sort  of  structure  from  the  roof  downwards.  The  roof  itself  is 
flat,  and  on  a summer  day  there  is  not  a lovelier  sight  than, 
to  find  this  covered  with  poor  sufferers,  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine, and  sufficiently  far  from  the  sea  to  enjoy  its  exhilarat- 
ing influence  without  the  fear  of  its  being  too  much  for  a 
weak  frame.  Arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  you  find  your- 

* The  small  Home  is  an  old  dwelling-house.  The  larger  Home  was  erected 
for,  hut  never  used  as,  a Hydropathic  establishment,  the  proprietor’s  death 
having  put  a stop  to  the  enterprise.  Both  Homes  cost  upwards  of  £11,000, 
and  were  sold  to  us  for  £6,000.  Besides  this  great  reduction  in  the  price,  a 
large  quantity  of  valuable  furniture  was  kindly  given  by  the  sellers. 
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self  in  a large  airy  landing  with  14  bedrooms,  with  three, 
four,  or  five  beds  and  cribs  in  each.  Almost  all  these  rooms 
are  large,  all  are  airy,  high  in  the  ceiling,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  all  are  kept  for  female  patients  and  children,  so 
that  of  the  647  who  were  there  last  year,  all  the  women 
and  children  found  comfortable  rest  there.  I have  said 
there  is  one  room  not  occupied  by  patients.  Well,  that 
is  my  sanctum  when  at  any  time  I am  able  to  be  there, 
and  I only  wish  that  any  sceptic  on  the  subject  of  Homes 
among  the  ladies  here  would  rent  my  room  for  one  night. 
I am  certain  that  she  would  be  so  no  longer  when  the  turn  of 
the  night  made  that  large  house  echo  with  the  cough,  that 
always  is  a muffled  drum  sounding  the  near  approach  of  the 
dread  foe.  Oh  ! if  within  these  walls  there  is  a woman’s  heart 
so  cold,  a maiden’s  mind  so  set  on  the  vain  things  of  this  life, 
that  she  has  never  lost  a night’s  repose  for  a brother’s  sorrows, 
let  me  assure  her  that  the  sound  along  the  long  passages, 
telling  that  these  youths  and  maidens  are,  in  spite  of  all 
our  care,  fast  departing,  it  would  touch  the  heart  with 
such  living  power  that  the  woman  in  health  and  strength 
would  believe  that  I am  not  mad  when  I plead  for  such, 
but  “ speak  forth  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness,”  and,  rising 
from  her  bed,  she  would  either  desire  to  go  and  minister  to 
them,  or,  falling  on  her  knees,  would  cry,  “Father,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass”  from  them.  One  has  said  that  “ an 
undevout  anatomist  is  mad,”  but  I say  that  a woman  who  can, 
without  emotion,  hear  a brother’s  dying  knell,  is  yet  among 
those  of  whom  it  is  recorded  in  that  old  guide  book,  “ She  is 
dead  while  she  liveth.”  Ladies,  holier  moments,  nearer  ap- 
proaches to  God  on  behalf  of  my  fellow  men,  I have  not 
known  than  in  that  quiet  resting  place,  in  that  home  of 
sufferers,  and  it  will  be  among  the  green  spots  of  desert  life 
that  will  float  over  Jordan’s  billows  when  I go  where  there  is 
“ no  more  sea.”  This  is  the  dark  side  of  a picture,  to  which 
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as  to  our  night  dream  the  break  of  day  brings  a sunnier 
aspect. 

Let  me  describe  the  morning.  At  eight  o’clock  the  great 
bell  in  the  passage  rings,  that  all  who  are  able  may  rise  and 
prepare  for  the  day’s  duties.  I presume  most  here  will  imagine 
that,  being  of  the  humbler  ranks  of  life,  the  house  will  be  one 
mass  of  men,  women,  and  children,  all  flying  in  tatters  and 
rags.  I can  testify  otherwise ; the  patients  are  all  decently 
clad,  and  I can  say  that  in  no  hotel  is  decorum  more  observed 
than  in  that  top  flat,  and  in  the  department  over  the  baths 
allocated  to  the  men  and  boys.  Descending  to  the  sitting- 
room  flat  one  finds  the  hall  filled  with  men,  who,  from 
the  cloak-room,  are  getting  mufflers  and  coats  to  prepare  for 
their  morning  walk.  Previous  to  this  that  useful  functionary, 
the  shoeblack,  has  made  their  feet  bright;  and  often  have  I 
found  the  lad,  who  a few  days  before  had  come  down  feeble 
and  weary,  exclaiming  with  a joy  which  almost  made  me 
love  him  as  a brother — “ Oh  Ma’m,  I’m  real  weel  this  morn- 
ing, I hae  been  the  length  o’  the  Kirn,  and  noo  I’m  fine  and 
ready  for  my  breakfast.” 

Oh!  if  a woman’s  voice  has  power  to  influence  you,  let 
me  say,  improve  your  time  by  the  tending  or  helping 
to  tend  such  as  those  I have  been  describing.  You’ll  never 
till  then  know  the  blessedness  of  the  words,  “ I made  the 
widow’s  heart  to  sing  for  joy.”  Many  a widowed  mother, 
many  a praying  father  in  this  city,  prays  for  heaven’s  bless- 
ing on  our  barrel  of  meal  in  the  Homes  at  Dunoon,  just 
because  their  child’s  health  was  there  restored  and  given  back 
to  cheer  and  comfort  their  declining  days. 

At  nine  the  bell  again  calls  the  household,  the  men 
assemble  in  the  large  dining-room,  and  the  women  have  the 
drawing-rooms  for  their  use — both  of  which  rooms  are  plainly 
furnished;  and  instead  of  being  the  dramatic  scenes  of  charades 
and  other  pastimes  of  a hydropathic  establishment,  are  beau- 
tiful scenes  of  living  realities. 
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Ladies,  always  banish  the  ideal  in  a world  of  sorrow . “ Life 
is  real , life  is  earnest and  if  yon  could  only  see  these  rooms 
in  midsummer,  when  nearly  one  hundred  men,  women,  and 
little  ones  are  there,  and  hear  them  join  me  in  the  morning 
psalm,  and  sit  with  reverend  air  as  from  the  sacred  page  I 
tell  them  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  one  morning  at  our  family 
Bethel  would  make  you  say  from  your  heart,  “ God  bless 
them.” 

Let  me,  for  the  sake  of  those  already  ignorant  of  our 
rules  and  treatment,  describe  what  to  all  women  is  of 
vital  interest,  domestic  arrangements.  I cannot  give  you,  in 
writing,  such  full  details  of  these  as  could  be  furnished 
viva  voce.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  cleanliness,  order, 
and  methodical  arrangements  of  the  Homes  are  considered, 
by  those  who  visit  them,  profitable  lessons  for  the  inmates 
for  the  conducting  of  their  own  dwellings.  As  to  the  matter 
of  food,  the  Directors  and  myself  have  always  thought  that 
as  the  best  means  to  recovery,  a generous  diet  should  be 
allowed,  and  with  this  view  it  is  given.  The  tables  are  neatly 
and  plainly  arranged,  and  as  some  may  wish  to  know  the 
exact  food  given,  allow  me  to  furnish  them  with,  what,  in 
institution  phraseology,  is  called  “ a diet  table.”  The  word 
Home  conveys  the  idea  of  a family,  so  in  this  there  is  not 
a very  strict  rule.  Breakfast  consists  of  porridge  and 
milk,  followed  by  tea,  bread  and  butter,  an  egg,  potted 
head,  ham,  or  herring.  Of  these  latter  additions,  of  course 
only  one  is  offered  each  day,  as  variety  of  diet  and  economy 
of  outlay  are  always  included  in  our  arrangements.  At  12, 
beeftea  or  stimulant  (as  the  Doctor  may  prescribe,  and  that 
only),  are  given  to  the  feeble  folks,  and  at  2 o’clock,  a com- 
fortable plain  dinner,  consisting  of  butcher  meat,  bread  and 
potatoes,  to  the  entire  household.  In  this  also  variety  is 
studied,  so  that  beginning  with  roast  beef  on  Sabbath, 
there  are  seven  different  dinners  in  the  course  of  the 
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week.  \ lb.  of  butcher  meat  is  allowed  daily  for  each  patient, 
but  as  the  whole  is  offered  in  the  joint,  and  cut  at  the 
table,  of  course  there  can  be  no  waste,  as  if  not  used  on  one 
day  it  forms  part  of  another  day’s  dinner.  Tea  is  at  six ; and 
at  half-past  eight,  after  worship,  the  day  ends  by  a light  supper 
of  sago  and  milk,  rice,  or  cornflour,  and,  if  prescribed,  stimu- 
lants are  given  in  case  of  great  weakness.  These  details  are 
offered  for  the  approval  of  all  who  can,  with  a generous  eye, 
consider  the  poor  man’s  case,  and  if  any  should  criticise  the 
diet  with  a grudging  mind,  I can  only  direct  them  to 
the  future  of  their  own  experience,  when,  “ desire  failing,” 
they  will  need  much  more  pampering  than  has  ever  been  given 
in  the  “ working  men’s  seaside  Homes.” 

As  to  the  baths  and  kitchen  premises,  to  be  thoroughly 
understood  they  must  be  seen,  so  I hope  all  those  who  can,  will 
visit  the  Homes  at  their  earliest  convenience.  They  are  always 
open  after  twelve,  at  which  hour  domestic  work  is  sufficiently 
advanced  to  allow  of  visitors’  admission.  A visit  will  repay  your 
trouble,  and  if  it  be  in  summer,  you  will  see  and  get  a welcome 
from  your  humble  servant.  The  smaller  Home  was  and  is 
still  intended  for  persons  of  a higher  rank  in  life,  who,  from 
reduced  circumstances,  require  cheap  quarters.  I think,  from 
its  not  being  known,  that  class  of  people  have  not  to  any 
extent  made  application,  and  therefore  18  of  the  patients 
from  the  other  House  sleep  there  and  get  their  diet  in  the 
larger  Home.  A large  lawn  is  in  front,  and  as  it  forms  a 
quiet  resting  place  for  a holy  Sabbath  day,  I hope  ladies  who 
either  have  grounds,  or  can  influence  those  who  have,  will 
speak  a word  for  me,  and  send  shrubs  and  plants  to  make  it 
pleasure  grounds. * 

Two  very  interesting  parts  of  the  Institution  are  the 

* I find  that  in  the  account  of  the  Homes  I have  omitted  to  say  that  all 
sorts  of  indoor  amusements  are  provided  for  wet  days  ; and  in  fine  weather, 
between  walking,  working  in  the  garden,  rowiug  in  a large  boat  (kindly  pre- 
sented to  the  Homes),  etc.,  few  patients  are  found  indoors  after  worship  at 
10  a.  m. 
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Children’s  room  and  the  Missionaries’  Cottage  ; the  former  was 
provided  by  the  children  of  Glasgow,  who,  from  their  own  re- 
sources, and  the  kind  aid  of  friends,  collected  for  me  £310  to 
provide  a convalescent  Home  by  the  seaside  for  poor  sickly 
children  from  the  lanes  and  alleys.  The  board  for  a child  in 
the  Home  is  5s.  weekly,  and  as  every  care  is  taken  and  com- 
fort provided,  parents  or  friends  of  children  needing  sea  air, 
good  food,  and  care,  may  send  them  with  perfect  safety.  As 
the  mother  is  the  natural  guardian  of  the  child,  no  sick  child 
under  five  is  admitted  unless  the  mother  accompanies  it,  and 
in  this  case,  or  that  of  a sickly  mother  having  a child  from 
whom  she  cannot  be  separated,  the  board  for  the  woman,  10s. 
weekly,  is  equivalent  for  both. 

The  Missionaries’  Cottage,  opposite  the  Homes,  is  the  kind 
addition  to  all  the  other  mercies  of  a friend  who  allowed 
me  at  his  expense,  in  this  to  provide  “ a prophet’s  chamber.’’ 
It  consists  of  a parlour,  two  bedrooms,  and  kitchen.  One 
of  the  servants  of  the  Homes  takes  charge,  and  each  week, 
from  Friday  till  Monday,  we  have  the  services  of  one  of  the 
52  agents  of  the  Glasgow  City  Mission,  who,  on  Sabbath,  con- 
ducts “ the  church  in  the  House  ” for  such  as  are  unable  to 
go  out  to  the  village  sanctuaries.*  In  addition  to  this  invalu- 
able blessing  to  the  Homes,  Missionaries  in  their  visitations 
are  getting  the  poor  folks  down  by  means  of  subscribers’ 
lines,  so  that,  notwithstanding  an  erroneous  impression  now 
abroad,  that  our  Homes  are  for  those  only  who  can  themselves 
pay,  in  this  way,  and  through  private  influence,  much  of  the 
annual  subscription  money  is  bestowed  in  lines,  and  the 
greater  proportion  of  our  inmates  are  as  free  in  their  admission 
as  in  either  the  Homes  at  Saltcoats  or  that  at  Kilmum.  The 
Homes  at  Dunoon  are  designed  for  the  deserving  of  the  working 
classes  in  their  times  of  sickness  and  penury.  Most 

* Of  cou'rse  sittings  are  taken  in  the  Churches,  and  all  who  are  able,  attend. 
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of  those  who  have  already  been  admitted  have  been  on 
subscribers’  lines.  The  rest  were  admitted  on  payment,  not 
by  themselves,  but  by  kind  friends  who  enabled  them. 

Any  City  Missionary  needing  rest  and  recruiting  is  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  have  a few  weeks,  free  of  charge,  in  the  Cottage 
Home ; but  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  imposition  in 
this  matter,  all  applications  must  be  made  to  the  Rev.  John 
Renfrew,  Secretary  to  the  Glasgow  City  Mission,  who  will 
give  all  needful  information. 

In  regard  to  figures,  as  all  cannot  possess  a copy  of  the 
report,  allow  me  to  ask  a corner  in  your  memory  for  these  facts. 
647  persons  were  admitted  last  year;  of  these  only  one  died; 
12  left  nowise  improved;  570  left  either  partially  or  wholly 
cured.  The  cost  of  each  for  food,  medicines,  and  cordials,  was 
7s.  7fd.  weekly;  Is.  per  day  for  food  and  cordials;  7fd 
per  week  for  drugs.  The  medical  attendance  was  free.  Let 
me  ask  the  public  if  in  this  matter  we  are  not  under  deep  obli- 
gation to  our  two  kind  friends,  Mr.  John  Reid,  Surgeon,  R.N., 
at  Dunoon,  and  Dr  Perry  in  Glasgow,  each  of  whom  gave  twelve 
months’  service  as  a donation.  Many  kindnesses  will  not  be 
known  till  the  day  breake£h,  but  these  I think  justice  demands 
to  be  mentioned.  My  begging  propensities,  and  the  unwearied 
responses  of  friends,  kept  our  meal  barrel,  tea  chests,  and  many 
other  needful  corners,  always  full.  I pray  that  the  kind  donors 
may  themselves  receive  the  Master’s  blessing  when  the  reck- 
oning day  comes.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  forbearance 
with  what  is  descriptive  of  the  past,  I go  on  to  detail  the 
further  efforts  of  our  Directors  and  myself,  and  hope  that 
I have  so  gained  your  affection  for  the  working  classes  in 
their  time  of  need,  that  you  will  determine  by  God’s  help 
to  do  your  utmost  in  the  course  of  this  summer  to  help  on 
this  good  and  great  work  of  God.  There  are  five  things  at 
which  we  aim,  and  three  instrumentalities  in  addition  to  those 
already  at  work,  by  which  we  hope  to  accomplish  them. 
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We  have  been  singularly  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  a most  faithful,  efficient,  and  painstaking  collector,  but 
while  Mr.  Hillhouse’s  daily  efforts  are  needed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Homes,  there  are  matters  beyond  this  of  vital 
importance  to  their  well-being  and  progress.  Some  of  the 
Directors  have  got  books,  and  in  the  private  circle  of  their 
acquaintance,  they  are  to  do  their  utmost  to  aid  these  efforts 
by  subscription.  The  working  men,  12  of  whom  are  Directors, 
are  to  do  their  best  among  their  comrades  to  help  the  cause, 
and  as  the  needle  and  domestic  useful  things  always  lie  more 
strictly  within  the  sphere  of  woman,  I have  undertaken 
with  the  entire  concurrence  and  approval  of  the  Directors  and 
under  the  immediate  distinguished  patronage  before  inserted, 
to  do  my  best  by  a third  and  last  Bazaar,  to  be  held  in  the 
City  Hall  in  the  first  week  of  November  next.  I am  quite 
sure  that  if  gone  about  prayerfully,  and  with  an  invoked 
blessing  as  before,  my  expectation  will  not  be  cut  off.  At 
the  outset,  I said  I am  trying  to  look  upon  this  work  in  a 
divine  light.  Well,  as  a preparatory  condition  to  this  move- 
ment, let  me  state  it  plainly,  as  I wish  it  to  be  understood, 
that  while  in  the  two  former  Bazaars,  I allowed,  even  against 
my  better  judgment,  the  disputed  matter  of  raffling  and 
reduction  of  the  value  of  goods,  so  as  to  meet  the  ideas  of 
purchasers,  in  this  third  bazaar  no  raffling  will  on  any  account 
or  in  any  form  be  allowed,  and  any  stallholder  attempting  this 
will  be  understood  as  committing  a breach  of  good  faith. 
As  to  the  reduction  of  prices,  I hope  the  ladies  will  kindly 
mark  donations  at  as  low  a figure  as  possible,  so  that  honest 
people  may  be  able  to  buy,  and  bargain-hunters  go  elsewhere, 

Having  stated  the  means  to  be  used,  let  me  indicate  the 
points  aimed  at. 

1st,  The  removal  of  the  entire  bond  of  £5000,  which  will 
render  the  Homes  rent-free. 

2d,  A considerable  quantity  of  furniture  and  plenishing  had 
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to  be  got,  as  the  provision  was  for  100  people’s  comfort ; and 
although  much  was  given  by  the  sellers  and  others,  the  comforts 
even  of  a plain  nature,  needed  for  the  sick  and  weary  are  many. 
When  my  paper  is  done,  the  most  selfish  heart  here  will  not 
grudge  them. 

3d,  The  Baths  are  considered  the  first  in  the  country,  and 
I have  a contract  made  for  getting  in  salt  water,  so  that  feeble 
limbs  of  inmates  and  feeble  children  of  the  visitors  to  Dunoon 
may  all  derive  more  good  from  the  Baths  than  now.  Two 
Baths  are  kept  for  inmates;  four  are  reserved  for  hire.  Of 
course  the  Turkish  Baths  are  reserved  for  the  public. 

The  4th  point  is  important.  We  have  an  attic  flat,  which 
by  the  addition  of  some  wright  work,  will  give  30  more 
beds.  This  will  just  make  the  promised  100  in  the  larger 
Home. 

I conceive  the  5th  thing  the  most  important  of  all,  both  to 
subscribers  and  receivers  of  lines.  As  for  the  first  year  7s 
7fd.  has  kept  each  patient  a week,  of  course,  when  rent-free, 
we  should  be  able  to  give  three  weeks  for  a subscriber’s  line  of£l. 

As  to  subscribers,  I leave  you  to  judge  of  this.  But  as  to 
the  working-classes,  I find  that  while  some  decent  men  cannot 
afford  to  spend  a month  they  could  manage  three  weeks,  and 
thus  the  cure  be  confirmed. 

Ladies,  life — human  life — the  lives  of  the  fathers  of  little 
ones  who  are  themselves  to  fill  life’s  stage  when  we  are  sleep- 
ing— is  involved  in  this  question.  By  the  memory  of  your 
tender  mother’s  care — by  the  love  of  your  sainted  sire,  who 
toiled  for  you,  by  the  more  tender  love  still  of  the  little  one 
whom  you  would  fain  have  spared,  and  could  not — above  all, 
by  the  love  of  Him  who  died  for  you,  lives  for  you,  is  coming 
to  take  you  home, — I beseech  you  to  consider , 'pray  for,  and 
help  this  cause. 

I close,  as  formerly,  by  incidents  in  real  life ; and  as  these 
always  touch  the  heart,  I pray  that  mere  fleeting  emotions 
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may  not  be  tlie  only  result  of  these  observations.  Emotion 
never  saved  a life — mere  sentiment,  apart  from  action,  never 
kept  a fellow- creature  out  of  the  tomb.  We  part  now  for  a 
season — indeed,  in  some  instances,  for  ever.  Our  next  meet- 
ing may  be  before  the  Judge.  If  you  would,  then,  give  in  your 
account  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief,  labour  now  for  God  in 
the  way  and  to  the  extent  of  your  influence ; and  when 
survivors  tread  your  silent  dust,  may  they  read  in  the 
page  of  memory,  if  not  on  carved  and  cold  marble,  these  all 
comprehensive  words,  “She  hath  done  what  she  could.”  “When 
the  eye  saw  her  it  gave  witness  to  her;”  “the  blessing  of  him 
that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  her.” 

The  Homes  were  formally  opened  on  the  14tli  of  Aug.  1869, 
by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Glasgow;  and  on  the  16th 
I noticed,  at  the  gate,  a long  thin  figure  of  a man,  in  new 
mourning,  accompanied  by  a little  lad  who,  in  the  Scripture 
phrase,  was  “ one  that  mourned  for  his  mother.”  The 
man  told  me  that  the  mother  had  just  died  of  deep 
decline,  and  he  thought  the  lad  would  soon  follow.  I 
remember  trying  that  kind  of  deception  which  friends  of  con- 
sumptives always  try,  and  telling  the  little  lad  that  he  had 
youth  on  his  side,  and  that  God  had  more  in  store  for  him  to 
do.  His  little  sharp  keen  eyes,  a hacking  cough,  and  a 
crimson  cheek,  told  me  too  plainly  that,  after  all,  I must  not 
flatter ; and  soon  the  hemorrhage  became  so  terrible,  and  other 
symptoms  so  alarming,  that  I told  the  kind  Surgeon  I thought 
he  must  go  home.  “ No,”  said  the  Surgeon,  “ he  will  die  an 
easier  death  here  than  in  a close  lane  in  Argyle  Street ; and 
he  may  live.”  Ah  ! Ladies,  at  the  sick-bed  of  your  children 
always  remember  there  are  two  Physicians ; and  over  little 
motherless  Matthew  that  day  there  was  a loving  Physician 
who,  like  Elisha  of  old,  breathed  on  him,  and  again  gave  him 
life.  The  Lord  was  there,  and  we,  poor  faithless  ones,  knew 
it  not.  Matthew,  instead  of  being,  as  we  reckoned,  a little 
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mound  in  an  old  churchyard,  is  now  a life  spared.  The 
Doctor  thought  his  only  safety  was  to  go  over  the  blue  waters 
of  the  Mediterranean,  and  Matthew,  after  several  voyages  on 
the  mighty  deep,  promises  yet  to  he  a strong  man.  Is  it  not 
worth  living  for  to  save  a young  life  ? On  the  mighty  deep 
he  remembers  the  Home  as  his  rescue  from  death;  and  in  the 
tempest  ."and  storms  of  life,  I have  no  doubt,  among  the 
memories  of  his  native  land  are  the  family  altar  and  solemn 
Sabbath  evenings  in  the  Home. 

The  next  scene  is  one  that  ever  comes  into  my  mind  as  I 
think  of  a blessed  provision  of  God’s  unerring  providence 
which  makes  us  able  to  do  for  others  painful  sacred  duties 
which  we  cannot  do  for  our  own.  But  for  this,  would  the 
winding-sheet  ever  be  put  on  ? Would  the  eye  ever  be  calmly, 
softly  closed  in  death  ? Would  the  room  ever  assume  its 
wonted  appearance  after  the  funeral  day  ? Ah ! Friends,  I 
care  not  in  what  rank  of  life  you  are,  praise  God  in  thinking 
of  the  past,  and  trust  Him  for  the  future.  To  your  dead  was 
done,  and  to  you,  in  due  time,  will  be  done  painful  needful 
duties,  in  the  hour  of  your  departure. 

Mrs.  R,  a decent,  well-doing  widow,  had  a little  newspaper 

shop  in  Street,  Glasgow.  Alarming  symptoms  setting 

in  of  some  terrible  disorder  in  the  stomach,  she  came  to  the 
Home.  Internal  diseases  assume  so  many  forms,  that  she 
came  to  the  gates  of  death  before  we  were  aware  she  was  so  very 
ill.  Of  course,  her  own  friends  were  sent  for,  and  kind  Chris- 
tian sisters  came,  and  exchanged  with  those  in  the  Home,  the 
nightly  convoys,  on  Jordan’s  borders,  that  are  the  portion  of 
most  at  the  close.  Happily  for  the  dying  woman,  she  had 
found  her  Saviour,  or,  rather,  He  had  found  her,  long  before, 
so  that  she  had  nothing  to  settle  then  as  to  eternity.  And 
dying  work  is  great  enough  for  the  end.  But  one  day  some 
one  told  me  that  her  little  motherless  girl  had  come  down  to 
see  her ; and  when  I made  inquiry  for  the  lamb,  intending  to 
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comfort  and  soothe  her  as  a woman  only  can,  they  said  words 
that,  to  my  dying  day,  I can  never  forget : — “ Oh  ! we  took 
her  np  the  stairs,  and  to  the  room  door ; but  when  she  saw 
her  dying  mother,  she  conldna  gang  in,  and  she  ran  aboot  the 
hoose  like  a wild  ane.”  Who  here  can  enter  into  that  touch 
of  nature  ? None  but  the  sorrowful ; and  we  know  it  either 
by  memory’s  heavings,  or  by  the  heart’s  forebodings  The 
wisest  of  men  said  “ there  is  a time  to  embrace,  and  a time  to 
refrain  from  embracing.”  If  any  here  think  that  Homes,  and 
the  scenes  in  them,  are  trifles,  oh ! think  of  the  lamb  that 
“ ran  aboot  like  a wild  ane,”  and  could  not  see  a mother  die. 

The  third  scene  is  on  a summer’s  evening,  as  I sat  by  the 
window,  listening  to  the  patients  outside  conversing  about 
their  experiences. 

Blind  John,  a Christian  old  man,  had  been  with  us  for  some 
weeks ; and  on  the  arrival  of  poor  blind  Mary  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Asylum,  I thought,  that,  as  their  condition  was  similar, 
their  sympathies  might  be  comforting  to  each  other.  I led 
Mary  out  on  that  genial  summer  evening,  and  putting  the 
blind  maiden’s  hand  in  the  old  man’s,  I said,  “ John,  you  and 
Mary  will  soon  be  friends,  for  you  are  both  shut  out  from 
your  fellow-men.”  I sat  by  the  window,  and  listened  as  they 
spoke  of  their  getting  blind,  their  employments  since  blind- 
ness, and  other  things  ; and  then  I thought  there  was  a double 
sweetness  in  the  air,  and  a softer  singing  of  the  birds,  as  the 
old  Christian  man  said,  putting  his  hand  on  the  maiden’s 
shoulder,  “And  noo,  my  dear  lassie,  I hope  you’re  looking 
aboon  to  the  bright  world,  where  there’s  nae  night,  and  where 
they  need  nae  candle.”  Had  they  not  good  reason  to  be 
cheered  by  the  thought  that  their  eyes,  now  sealed,  would  ere 
long  “see  the  King  in  His  beauty,  and  behold  the  land  that  is 
very  far  off.” 

Friends,  are  you  among  those  who,  like  Bunyan’s  Pilgrim, 
are  gathering  the  straws  and  sticks  of  earth,  with  your  head 
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downward,  or  are  yon  looking  “above  to  the  bright  world 
where  there’s  nae  night,  and  where  they  need  nae  candle.” 
If  you  are  in  this  high  pursuit,  come,  and  thus  be  as  eyes  to 
the  blind,  by  helping  poor  sick  and  blind  to  find  a Home. 

The  closing  scene  is  the  short  history  of  a little  life,  so 
interesting,  so  tender,  that  I am  certain  not  a mother  here  will 
leave  the  room  without  saying,  “Well,  after  all,  I will  help 
these  Homes.” 

Sitting  by  the  same  window,  one  damp  chill  autumn 
evening,  my  mother  and  I noticed  a little  maiden  enter,  with 
a gown  pinned  on  her,  evidently  that  of  a grown  woman.  A 
little  old  face,  a small  tartan  shawl,  a bare  head,  and  that 
concerned  look  which  the  children  of  the  poor  always  have 
in  sickness.  I asked  her  at  the  door  if  she  was  a patient. 
Pulling  out,  like  Bunyan’s  Pilgrim,  her  certificate  (the  Secre- 
tary’s certificate,  given  to  her  on  production  of  a subscriber’s 
line  and  the  medical  officer’s  certificate),*  she  said  her  own 
tale  in  such  touching  words,  that  I give-them  as  I heard  them. 

“ You  see,  ma’m,  it  was  ane  o’  the  missionars  that  got  me 
doon.  I’m  in  consumption.  I ha’e ' been  in  the  Infirmary 
the  Bothwell  Home,  and  Saltcoats;  but  the  Doctor  says  I’m 
in  consumption.  My  mither’s  lame,  and  gangs  on  a crutch, 
and  we  leeve  at  the  tap  o’  the  High  Street  I mak’  paper 
bags ; she  binds  shin.  I get  3s.  6d.  a- week,  and  whiles,  when 
I work  till  twelve  at  night,  I put  my  frock  tail  ower  my  head, 
and  gang  hame  as  prood  as  Punch  to  my  mither  wi’  4s.  6d, 
But  when  I carry  a ream  o’  bags  on  the  street,  I whiles  faint, 
for  ye  see  I’m  very  weak,  very.” 

The  little  lamb’s  face  told  too  plainly  that  she  was  “ very 
weak,  very;”  and  after  a night’s  rest,  and  some  clothing  which 
kind  people  in  the  shops  in  Dunoon  gave  my  mother,  we  did 
think  that  little  Fanny’s  eye  looked  brighter,  her  step  firmer, 

* All  information  as  to  the  admission  of  patients  can  be  had  at  the  Office  of 
the  Homes,  161  Hope  Street. 
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and  her  cough  not  just  so  bad.  The  Sabbath  evening  came, 
and  little  Fanny  took  her  place  among  the  folks  at  the  even- 
ing hour  of  prayer.  She  sang  the  hymns  so  sweetly,  that  I 
got  to  love  little  Fanny  tenderly.  Three  Sabbaths  passed,  and 
still  little  Fanny  improved;  and  I remember,  as  she  sat  near 
me,  watching  how  her  eye  glistened  as  I tried  to  describe  the 
beautiful  passage  in  Ecclesiastes,  where  all  blighted  hopes  and 
sore  bereavements  are  compared  to  a pitcher  broken  at  the 
fountain,  just  when  one  is  ready  to  drink.  Little  Fanny,  in 
the  course  of  the  week,  got  suddenly  weaker,  haemorrhage 
came  on  in  alarming  form,  and  one  night  when  I was  away, 
the  Christian  people  in  the  Home — and  there  are  always  many 
such — spent  the  whole  night  in  singing  hymns  and  comforting 
little  Fanny  in  the  billows,  for  the  little  maid  was  dying.  She 
told  them  to  turn  to  that  chapter  about  the  broken  pitcher. 

The  morning  light  broke  in  at  the  window,  and  lighted  up 
the  countenance  in  that  little  crib.  But  as  a month  before,  so 
now,  a gate  of  mercy  had  opened  to  admit  little  Fanny  into 
the  Home  above.  And  as  I thought  of  the  little  band  of  dear 
ones  round  the  throne,  and  little  Fanny  gone  away,  I can 
safely  say,  like  Bunyan,  “ I wished  myself  among  them.” 

On  the  closing  day  of  September,  in  the  bright  sunshine,  we 
had  a solemn  gathering  in  the  Home.  For  the  first  time,  we 
bought  a quiet  resting  place  for  our  dead ; and  in  the  quiet 
afternoon  the  good  Missionary  did  a father’s  part,  and  com- 
mitted little  Fanny’s  dust  to  the  keeping  of  the  tomb.  A 
favourite  walk  on  the  Sabbath  day  is  to  little  Fanny’s  grave ; 
and  the  poor  lame  mother  in  the  High  Street  has  a cord  binding 
her  there  which  will  only  rend  when  the  heavenly  gates 
again  open,  and  she  enters  in.  This  death,  the  second  in  14 
months,  led  some  selfish  hearts  to  remark  that  if  deaths  were 
taking  place  the  Homes  would  fail  in  their  end.  I said  in 
reply  that  there  was  only  one  “ Home  ” into  which  death 
never  enters. 
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Ladies,  I commend  to  your  tender  memory  these  touches  of 
nature. 

Pray  for  us,  work  for  us,  and  work  with  us  ; and  in  a little 
time  this  will  he  the  end — “Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

I am,  Ladies, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

BEATRICE  CLUGSTON. 


Prospect  Villa,  Lenzie  Junction, 
May,  1871 


LETTERS  FROM  HER  GRACE  THE  DUCHESS  OF 
ROXBURGHE,  LORD  GLASGOW,  AND  FLORENCE 
NIGHTINGALE,  RECEIVED  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  THE  BAZAAR,  WHICH  WILL  BE  READ 
WITH  INTEREST. 


Windsor  Castle,  3rd  April,  1871. 

Dear  Madam, — In  all  the  bustle  preparatory  to  and  follow- 
ing the  Marriage  of  Princess  Louise,  you  can  imagine  the 
impossibility  of  my  replying  to  your  letters.  But  I never 
lost  sight  of  them ; and  I have  now  the  pleasure  of  informing 
you  that  her  Royal  Highness  will  become  patroness  of  the 
bazaar  in  November,  gives  permission  for  a stall  to  be  named 
“ The  Argyll  and  Lome,  ” and,  moreover,  the  Princess  and 
Lord  Lome  will  do  their  best  to  appear  at  the  bazaar ; but  of 
course,  so  long  before-hand  they  dare  not  make  a positive 
promise.  I have  also  named  your  philanthropic  exertions, 
and  their  excellent  object,  to  the  Queen ; and  when  I rejoin 
her  Majesty  in  June  I will  see  if  I can  obtain  some  mark  of 
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the  Queen’s  interest  to  be  granted  to  the  bazaar. — With  kind 


wishes,  I am,  yours  sincerely, 

Miss  Beatrice  Clugston, 
Prospect  Villa,  Lenzie  Junction, 
By  Glasgow. 


S.  EOXBUEGHE. 


11  Hereford  Gardens,  W. 
March  31,  1871. 


“ Dear  Sir, — I have  to-day  written  to  Miss  Clugston  to  say 
that  Lady  Glasgow  and  I — unless  prevented  by  some  unfore- 
seen difficulty — most  fully  hope  to  be  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  bazaar  for  the  Convalescent  Home  in  November.  I 


most  sincerely  hope  it  will  prove  a great  success. — I remain, 
dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

“ GLASGOW. 

“William  Maclean,  Esq., 

“ Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Homes, 

“157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.” 


London,  March  31,  1871. 


“ Madam — May  I first  request  forgiveness  for  my  long 
silence,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  for  some  time  after  date 
that  your  circulars,  &c.,  were  forwarded  to  me ; and  next,  on 
the  ground  that  I am  at  all  times  overwhelmed  with  work, 
but  more  especially  during  this  last  war,  and  that  I am,  and 
have  been  for  years,  completely  a prisoner  to  my  room  from 
illness — so  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  me  to  fulfil  the 
kind  requests  which  pour  in  upon  me  that  I will  'read’  and 
‘ reply’  to  printed  circulars  as  if  they  were  letters. 

“ I cannot  conceive  a much  more  useful  work  than  that  to 
which  you  are  devoting  yourself,  and  may  I express  the  admira- 
tion I feel  of  the  energy  with  which  you  carry  it  on  ? 

“ If  every  hospital,  every  workhouse,  every  town,  had  its 
Convalescent  Home  by  the  sea-side,  or  in  the  hills,  there  is 
probably  no  one  thing  which  would  conduce  more  to  the 
health  of  the  population,  or  to  the  diminution  of  pauperism, 
by  restoring  the  hard-working  to  their  homes  and  work,  and 
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by  preventing  whole  families  from  becoming  a burden  on 
the  rates. 

“ The  whole  experience  of  my  active  service  tends  to  this, 
and  I have  always  preached  Convalescent  Homes,  and  for 
children  they  are  simply  essential.  I would,  therefore,  most 
gladly  and  eagerly  give  any  help  in  my  power  to  so  noble — 
for  to  be  useful  is  to  be  noble — an  object.  But  for  years  I 
have  been  compelled  to  make  it  a rule  not  to  give  my  name 
where  I cannot  give  my  work,  and  for  me  to  undertake  one 
more  duty  besides  the  circle  of  duties,  already  so  much  too 
large  (I  have  twice  had  one  week’s  holiday  in  17  years), 
is  simply  impossible. 

“ I could  but  therefore  decline  the  honour  which  you  so 
kindly  offer  me  of  being  ‘ patroness,’  or  giving  my  name  to  a 
stall  at  a bazaar,  or  the  like.  However  unwillingly,  I feel  that 
I could  not  undertake  what  seems  to  me  like  mere  parade — 
when  personal  effort  is  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  give. 

“ But  I should  be  most  deeply  grieved  if  you  did  not  think 
that  you  have  my  warmest  sympathy,  my  most  earnest  wishes 
for  your  success  in  this  your  great  work,  in  which  you  have 
already  prospered  so-  well  (blessed  those  who  can  give  their 
active  help !),  and  I shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  sending 
my  mite  of  subscription  to  your  undertaking  a little  farther 
on  in  the  year.  Would  that  it  could  be  more!  I wish  you 
God-speed  with  all  my  heart  and  with  all  my  soul,  and  pray 
believe  me,  Madam,  ever  your  faithful  servant, 

“FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE. 

“Miss  Beatrice  Cltjgston. ” 


N.B. — As  an  inducement  to  smaller  towns  and  congrega- 
tions to  aid  the  cause,  any  town  or  church  getting  up  a Table 
will  be  allowed  to  pay  the  first  £26  of  the  drawings  to  secure 
a free  bed  in  the  Homes  for  the  entire  year  of  1872.  All 
communications  on  the  subject  of  the  Bazaar,  to  be  directed 
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to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  William  Maclean,  Esq.,  157  St. 
Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.  As  it  is  hoped  that  the  donations 
will  be  of  a miscellaneous  character,  representing  offerings 
from  all  ranks,  and  suited  for  all  purchasers,  a room  is  taken 
in  Messrs.  J.  & J.  Morrison’s  Store-rooms,  98  Sauchiehall 
Street,  where  all  donations  sent  with  the  donor’s  name,  will 
be  thankfully  received. 


Printed  by  Maclure  and  Macdonald. 


